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FOREWORD
It is one of the intrinsic pleasures of the game that good golf
courses grow out of their locations and that they stimulate and
inspire as well as challenge our abilities at shot-making. What
matters, in addition to condition and presentation, is a mix of three
qualities: the lay-out and design; the visual appearance of the
course and its surroundings; and the ambience and ‘sense of
place’. If we have enjoyed playing a course, as visitors, we
sometimes ask ourselves whether we would like to play most of
golf there, as members.
When we talk with visitors who have played Dunstanburgh Castle for the first time they often
tell us that they have been captivated by the scenery and challenged by the sporting test it
provides. They are not surprised when we tell them that we never tire of playing here. Like
members of all golf clubs, we sometimes discuss how we could improve particular holes, but
it is always a joy for us to play, for example, the run of holes from the fifth to the tenth with
the sound of the sea and the changing views of Embleton Bay and the castle. It also pleases us
when visitors appreciate the informality and friendliness at Dunstanburgh, an atmosphere
which is partly down to current staff and members and partly a legacy of its history.
For this reason we are pleased that the current owner, Dr Peter Gilbert, and contributors, have
traced inter-related influences of owners, members and visitors over the past hundred years.
In the opening chapter, Peter Gilbert notes how it is unusual for a course of this age to have
been a proprietary golf course. This natural links was founded in 1900 by Dunstanburgh Castle
Estate as an attraction for visitors to Dunstanburgh Castle Hotel. Peter refers to key events
such as the purchase of the estate by Sir Arthur Munro Sutherland in 1919, and the re-design
of the course by James Braid in 1920. He also outlines changes to the ‘lay-out’ over time.
The next two chapters recall formative, boyhood hours spent on these links. For young William
Sutherland, it was a second magical garden. He draws, poetically, on memories of scenery and
wildlife he enjoyed as he played and worked on the course. He became a very keen golfer, but
was barely out of his teens when his parents passed on to him the responsibility for managing
the course. He faced some financial problems, but we are grateful that he was able to prevent
its return to agricultural land.
The unsurpassed views, wild birds and flowers also left a lasting impression on young Tommy
Foggett. He describes the origins of the men’s club, recalling how his father encouraged local
residents to play on a subscription basis, including a few ‘artisans’, who kept their clubs in the
neighbouring farmhouse.
In the final two chapters long term members, Eric Wealleans and Judy Robson summarise the
history of the men’s and ladies’ clubs. They outline the growth of competitions amongst
members for increasing numbers of club trophies and the introduction of both ‘friendly’ and
league fixtures against other clubs in the area.
This is a welcome book which adds to our understanding of the cultural history and character
of Dunstanburgh Castle Golf Club, and also alerts us to what has been done to preserve golf’s
natural heritage.
It is, indeed, a privilege to play in such a beautiful place and we are aware of our responsibility
to care for the natural surroundings we appreciate so much. We are grateful for what has been
done in the past and proud that, last year, our greenkeeper, Simon Olver, won a ‘Special
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Initiative’ prize in the British and International Greenkeepers Association Golf Environment
Competition (see photo below). Continuing environmental stewardship will maximize the
wildlife protection of the course and ensure a sustainable relationship between golfing quality
and nature conservation. It will enhance the enjoyment of the game of golf for all who play
the course.
Colin Biott, Captain 2008

From left: Kelly Harmer, Sports Turf Research Institute, Peter Gilbert, Simon Olver and
Sir Michael Bonallack, former secretary and captain of the Royal and Ancient Golf Club of
St. Andrews.
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PREFACE
For its age Dunstanburgh Castle Golf Course is unusual in that it has always been a proprietary
golf course. This has presented certain difficulties in compiling its history. Unlike its
neighbouring members clubs of a similar age Dunstanburgh has virtually no early records of
members’ competitions or club memberships: it was only after the Second World War that
Men’s and Ladies’ Clubs were founded at Dunstanburgh.
Because of difficulties in searching out some of the early historical material it has taken longer
than anticipate to complete this history. The original aim was to publish this history to coincide
with Dunstanburgh’s Centenary in 2000. However I am grateful to those who have supplied
additional material in the intervening period and made the wait worthwhile.
Peter F.C. Gilbert October 2007

The thirteenth green with view of 14th Century Lilburn Tower of Dunstanburgh Castle in
the background
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THE EARLY YEARS
For time immemorial the links at Embleton have been used by
the village for sporting activities. A report in the Alnwick and
County Gazette of 1895 refers to the annual Trinity sports being
held on the day succeeding Trinity Sunday to commemorate the
building of Holy Trinity church at Embleton in 1320. The
sports ground was known as the scathe (or scaithe) and was
located on the central portion of the present day golf course near
to the clubhouse.
In the nineteenth century Embleton links – from which the present golf course was created –
were part of the Dunstanburgh Castle estate. Besides the links this estate contained
Dunstanburgh Castle and 4000 acres of farmland including farms at Dunstan Steads, Embleton
and Stamford. In addition the estate contained the whinstone quarry at Embleton and various
buildings including the Dunstanburgh Castle Hotel. The Dunstanburgh Castle estate was
purchased from the Earl of Tankerville by the trustees of the will of Samuel Eyres of Leeds in
1870. The Eyres trustees appointed Mr Noel Villiers as an agent to the estate and he appears
to have been a prime mover in leading to the establishment of the golf course at Embleton.
The report in the Alnwick and County Gazette of 1895 indicates that the agent Mr Villiers had
agreed at the request of the villagers of Embleton to move the annual Trinity sports to a new
location in the village. It may well be that he was already planning the golf course as it was
only a few years later that he was instrumental in using the scathe and other parts of Embleton
links for the new golf course at Embleton. Others involved in the foundation of the golf course
were Colonel Fawcus of Dunstan Steads and Mr Kirsop of Embleton. Colonel Fawcus rented
the farm at Dunstan Steads from the Eyres estate and provided the workmen and machinery for
maintaining the course in the early years. Mr Kirsop was well known as an amateur sporting
cyclist who won many competitions and was one of the founders of the Bicycle Touring Club
in 1878.
The first report about the new golf
course appeared in the adjacent
extract published in the Alnwick and
County Gazette, September 22,
1900. Mr Villiers, the agent for the
Dunstanburgh estate, had clearly
decided that a golf course would be
an attraction for visitors to the
Dunstanburgh Castle Hotel which
was also owned by the estate.
Because the golf course was
established as a business venture
there are no records of competitions
or members in the early years. The
only information available comes from the accounts for the Dunstanburgh estate.
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The above extract shows an entry for February 18 th 1901 showing payment of £24 3s 6d to
William Humble for work on the golf course and the cleaning out of a ditch on the links.
We also see evidence in the accounts of the Dunstanburgh estate of the involvement of Dunstan
Steads farm (run by Colonel Fawcus) in maintaining the golf course. Thus in 1904 we have
the following extract:

Colonel Fawcus was reimbursed by the estate the £19 golf keeper’s wages for the period
August 6 to December 17, 1904. The estate also paid for repairs to the lawn mower for the
golf club by Reavell Bros. (who continued to supply the golf club throughout the 20 th century).
A reminder of the role that Dunstan Steads farm played in maintaining the golf course is
provided by the wooden shed on the golf course today at the end of the road from Dunstan
Steads next to the 17th tee. This shed was used in the early days of the golf course to store the
horse-drawn equipment. There are doors at both ends of the shed which open fully so that a
horse could enter at one end and proceed through to exit at the other after the machinery had
been unhitched.
We can also see from the accounts that the Dunstanburgh Castle Hotel was selling tickets for
guests to play on the golf course.
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On November 25, 1903, Miss Nicholson – who ran the hotel at the time – paid to the estate £1
17s 0d in respect of golf tickets and 12s 0d for golf balls.
Although there was no club with local members we know that at least some of the players lived
locally. Fortunately several photographs have survived of golfers playing at Embleton prior to
the First World War.
In 1905 Robert and Gertrude Bell of Seahouses played golf at Embleton with a friend of theirs
who was a photographer. Later in the year Mr Bell was being treated for tuberculosis in a
Sanatorium in Switzerland and their friend sent the photograph as a postcard.
A few years later in 1911 Lena Patterson of Bamburgh took a number of photographs of
family and friends at a similar spot on the golf course to that of the Bells.

Mr and Mrs Bell paying golf with friends at Embleton in 1905. They are putting on a
green which on the old layout of the course used to be next to Embleton burn (on what is
now the 7th fairway).
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The other side of the postcard sent to Mr and Mrs Bell in Davos, Switzerland dated 2
August 1905.

Photograph taken in1911 by Lena Patterson of her family and friends playing golf at
Embleton. View is North-west from what is now the 7th fairway over Embleton burn in
direction of where the clubhouse and carpark are now located.
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There was no clubhouse for the golf course until after the First World War. However the golf
course seems to have been popular with golfing parties who were entertained afterwards at the
Dunstanburgh Castle Hotel. Embleton had become much more accessible to holidaymakers
with the building of a railway station in the late nineteenth century at nearby Christon Bank.
In the period prior to the First World War Embleton golf course seems to have attracted the
more affluent golfers. In the summer children would be looked after by nannies as they played
on the beach whilst the adults enjoyed a round of golf.
In 1904 the Eyres trustees attempted to sell the estate.
The sale particulars mention a “Capital private golf
course”. However, despite the auction, the estate
remained unsold until after the First World War.

On the left is a photograph of Mrs Georgina Hall
playing golf at Embleton taken by her sister Lena
Patterson about 1911.

Lena Patterson (3rd from left holding bag of clubs) and friends playing golf at Embleton in
1911 on green next to Embleton burn (now 7th fairway).
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THE INTER-WAR YEARS
In 1919 the golf course and the rest of the Dunstanburgh estate
was purchased by Mr (later Sir) Arthur Munro Sutherland from
the Eyres trustees.
Sir Arthur was a businessman who had been born and brought up
in Newcastle upon Tyne. He attended the Royal Grammar School
and left at the age of sixteen to pursue a career in shipping. In
1892 at the age of twenty-five he purchased his first ship and he
went on to form the Sutherland Steamship Company which
became a successful shipping line. He had other business ventures
and in 1920 purchased the Newcastle Chronicle chain of
newspapers.
Sir Arthur Munro Sutherland
1867-1953
Shortly after his purchase of the golf course he announced that it was his intention to remodel
the course “to secure the provision of nine holes unsurpassed by anything in the county”. The
plan was to extend the course to 18 holes after the nine hole course had been “properly
developed and brought to a state bordering on perfection”.

VISIT OF JAMES BRAID
As part of Sir Arthur’s ambitious plans he asked James Braid to plan a new layout for the
course in 1920.
The previous year Braid had been involved in remodelling the
Northumberland Golf Club at Gosforth Park, Newcastle upon Tyne, and it is possible that this
had given Sir Arthur the idea of employing Braid at
Embleton.
Braid had a long career as one of Britain’s most
successful golfers and golf course architects. He came
to prominence when he first won the Open
Championship in 1901. He went on to win another four
times by 1910, becoming one of the elite of golf
professionals, joining Vardon and Taylor to form “The
Great Triumvirate” which dominated golf for the next
fifteen years. He became a professional at Romford Golf
Club in 1896 and soon afterwards started designing golf
courses. In all he designed about 160 courses in Britain
and abroad including Carnoustie Medal Course and the
King’s and Queen’s Courses at Gleneagles.

The Triumvirate: Harry Vardon drives,
watched by John Henry Taylor and
James Braid (centre).
He was able to work fast and efficiently because of his ability to interpret topographical maps
combined with a photographic memory. Usually he took a single day to plan a course. He
would walk around with stakes and a mallet. In his railway carriage on the way home he would
use his photographic memory to draw up the plans of the course. He was always very aware
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of the scenic value of his courses and used the terrain to its best advantage. As a result very
little earth was moved to create his designs.
We know that Braid visited Embleton links on Tuesday, 23 March 1920. In accordance with
his usual modus operandi he spent the whole day pegging out the new tees and greens and
planning the fairways and bunkers.

The extract to the right from the Alnwick and
County Gazette of 27 March, 1920 indicates that
Braid was accompanied by Sir Arthur’s eldest son,
Munro Sutherland, and his agent Mr Noel Villiers.
Also present was Colonel Fawcus of Dunstan
Steads Farm who had been involved in the
maintenance of the golf course in the early years
prior to the purchase by Sir Arthur.

At the time of Braid’s visit Sir Arthur stated that he intended to remodel the nine hole course
within a year and implement Braid’s design for the 18 holes within three or four years. In the
event it was to take almost two decades for the work to be completed. Sir Arthur also indicated
that he would form a club with a strong local committee and said “a handsome and cosy
clubhouse will be erected on the links, the plans for this including sleeping rooms for visitors”.
The club was not formed until almost three decades later, and the proposed new clubhouse was
never built.
It is not clear why Sir Arthur’s initial enthusiasm for development of the golf course
subsequently waned. There was certainly no shortage of funds - a few months after Braid’s
visit Sir Arthur bought the Newcastle Chronicle publications for £800,000. It is possible that
his increasing business commitments caused him to devote his energies elsewhere.

The Nissen hut installed in 1921 which provided the clubhouse until remodelled in 1994.
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DEVELOMENTS UP TO THE SECOND WORLD WAR
A clubhouse, which had seen service in the First World War as a Nissen hut, was erected in
1921. It has proved to be a sturdy structure and it remains today as the underpinnings of the
present-day clubhouse.
Also in 1921 the first full-time greenkeeper was appointed. He was Mr William Povah - he
and his wife lived in the new clubhouse. Mrs Povah later became noted for the splendid teas
she provided golfers.
Mr Povah was the person initially responsible for remodelling the course to the design of James
Braid. This remodelling took place in stages. A nine hole course was ready by 1922 and
officially inaugurated by Sir Arthur and a group of friends. A member of Newcastle Quayside
drove off the first ball and rewarded the caddy that retrieved it with a gold sovereign.
With the help of local labour - mainly fishermen working outside the fishing season - the course
was gradually extended to twelve holes by about 1932 and fifteen by 1935. The golf course
was maintained during this period by a horse-drawn six-foot wide cutter for the fairways and
hand-pushed cutters for the greens and tees. This equipment was kept in the wooden shed at
the end of the road from Dunstan Steads farm which is still standing at the present day.
Mr Povah retired about 1927 and Mr John Brown was employed as head greenkeeper. Mr
Brown had two sons who assisted with maintenance of the course during the 1930s.
In the 1930s Mr Brown and his sons, together with a number of part-time helpers, worked
steadily at extending the course while at the same time maintaining the existing course for the
increasing numbers of golfers who visited Embleton. Finally in 1937 Braid’s design came to
fruition and the 18 hole course was completed.
Bungalows next to the fifth
fairway
In the 1930s Embleton became
increasingly popular with visitors.
Although there were few cars at
that time visitors would come by
train to Christon Bank and stay
locally. An open-topped bus ran
down the road to the clubhouse,
charging a penny from the village.
Embleton beach was crowded in
the Summer and there were many
wooden beach huts. Also at this
time wooden bungalows began to be constructed on the dune-land adjacent to the northern end
of the golf course. Sir Arthur Munro Sutherland granted leases on the land permitting the
construction of the bungalows and eventually forty were completed. Many of the bungalow
owners were keen golfers and close links with the golf club continue to the present day.
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Layout of the course 1922-1932

Layout of the course 1935-1936
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Scorecard from about 1937.

In the late 1930s an informal club was started by Charlie Varnham and a few local men from
Embleton and the surrounding villages. Varnham had previously been a caddy on the course
for some of Sir Arthur’s friends - charging sixpence a round for his services. He approached
Sir Arthur and was given permission to organize competitions with local clubs. This informal
club had a one guinea annual subscription. However this subscription did not entitle the
members to enter the clubhouse! The clubhouse was reserved for visitors buying day tickets
and Sir Arthur’s golfing parties. Mr Brown, the steward and head greenkeeper, would stand at
the entrance to the clubhouse and hand out scorecards whenever competitions were played by
club members.
In 1938 the Army started to build costal defences on the dunes at the edge of the golf course.
By the outbreak of the Second World War golf had stopped being played, and tanks and other
vehicles traversed the fairways. All maintenance of the golf course ceased and rabbits and
moles started digging up the greens.
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THE POST-WAR YEARS TO THE PRESENT DAY
In 1945 at the end of hostilities the Army returned control of the golf course to Sir Arthur.
Over the course of the next few years the course was gradually rehabilitated, with barbed wire
and other debris left by the Army being removed. For the first time a formal members golf
club was founded in 1947 so that men playing at Dunstanburgh could participate in golf
competitions.
In 1948 Mr Robert Thomson was appointed as Head Groundsman.
He continued the
improvements to the course and the number of players continued to increase. By the early
1950s he had three additional greens staff. Although there was a motor mower its weight was
such that most greens were cut with hand mowers. There was a serious problem with damage
caused by rabbits and large numbers were shot and sold to a butcher in Newcastle. For a few
years revenues from the sale of rabbit carcases represented a significant proportion of total
income for the golf course! Indeed the monthly income from the sale of rabbits frequently
exceeded income from green fees. For example, in October 1951 130 rabbits were sold for £16
5s 0d whilst green fee income was £14 1s 0d.

Layout of the course 1937-1966
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Scorecard from 1950
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In 1951 there were 69 members in different categories ranging
from 5 Gentlemen (paying £4 p.a.), 17 Country Gentlemen (£3),
17 Season Workmen in Village (£3), 8 Country Ladies (£2 10s),
6 Ladies (£3), 12 Country Juveniles (£1 5s), 1 Juvenile (£2), 2
Youth in Village (£1 10s), 1 Family (£10). Thus income from
golf club memberships was only about £200 p.a. at this time.
About the same annual income was generated through the sale
of daily green fees at 4 shillings for weekdays and 5 shillings for
weekends. In addition well over £100 p.a. was raised through
the sale of rabbits (at up to 7s 9d per couple) and hares (4 s each).
In 1953 Sir Arthur died and in 1955 his son Sir Ivan purchased
the course from Sir Arthur’s executors. Soon afterwards he met
with the members of Dunstanburgh Castle Golf Club and was
elected President. He made it clear that he wanted to continue
improving the course even though there were difficulties with
the finances.
In the next few years the clubhouse was
Sir Ivan Sutherland
extensively refurbished.
In 1961 Sir Ivan gifted the golf course and other land to the National Trust, though he retained
a lease on the golf course. His wife, Lady Margaret Sutherland, took over the running of the
course in 1964 and subsequently her son William Sutherland became lessee. He made a
number of changes to the layout of the course as described in the next chapter.

Lady Margaret Sutherland, William Sutherland
Soon after I became lessee in 1987 it became clear that significant investment was required,
both to upgrade the clubhouse but, perhaps more importantly, to purchase new machinery to
improve the maintenance of the golf course. Before this investment could be made I realised
a new longer lease from the National Trust was required. The National Trust was receptive to
my proposal and several years later the old lease was replaced with a new one with an 80 year
term. As part of this lease there were conservation covenants which require the lessee to protect
and preserve the outstanding flora and fauna on and around the golf course. My greenkeeping
staff and I have found this to be a challenging but rewarding aspect of the maintenance of the
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course. Last year I was pleased that the efforts of my current Head Greenkeeper, Simon Olver,
were recognised when he won the 2007 Special Initiative prize in the British and International
Greenkeepers Association Golf Environment Competition.
Shortly after taking over the running of the golf course I arranged regular visits from
agronomists of the Sports Turf Research Institute in order to set in train a programme to
improve the playing quality of the course. My then Head Greenkeeper, Ken Day, and his
deputy Steve Grice started this programme which has resulted in the improvements to be seen
today.
The original first world was Nissen hut clubhouse was completely refurbished and the new
clubhouse was opened in 1994.

Refurbishment of
the Nissen hut
clubhouse
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In the year 2000 the golf club celebrated its centenary. I was honoured to receive a plate
marking this event from the English Golf Union.

TIMOTHY KIRKHOPE MP (left), who opened Dunstanburgh Castle Golf Club’s
refurbished clubhouse on Saturday, is pictured with Dr Peter Gilbert, the course
leaseholder, ladies’ captain Mrs Ann Camozzi and men’s captain Steve White, NGC.
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DUNSTANBURGH RESPONDS TO
TEMPERED STEEL
William Sutherland
The sea would sparkle beyond as we left the hard tarmac, threw
off our shoes and ran into the soft and quite amazing smell of the
lush green links. Covered with flowers, harebells, cowslips and
ragwort, the place was a feast of coloured butterflies and stripy
caterpillars. The old war trenches made magical tunnels through the long marram grass and
the golfers were beings from another world, taking part in some strange ritual quite alien to a
young child.
These are some of my earliest memories of the place that would do much to shape my future
life. For I grew up with Dunstanburgh Golf Course as my second garden and many is the long
summer evening I would trudge home up the hill to Dunstan Steads after playing 3 or 4 rounds
during the day.
Hard to believe now that golf is one of the biggest industries in the world. Names, numbers
and multinational logos frequently dominate our TV screens whilst the game’s gladiators vie
for fame as the golfing fates watch on. But Dunstanburgh taught me that golf is much more
than this. In many ways golf is almost a religion, each course with its own natural magic of
place and people, each clubhouse with its own habits and traditions, with a vicar in residence
in the pro shop. Above it all, the high priests of the Royal and Ancient rule the game from a
small old town in Scotland.
I learned the game from Mrs Donkin and with this I learned much about life itself. One tried
one’s best but everyone had to suffer the “rub of the green” everyone would suffer the pain of
missed shots and the desperate struggle to find that valuable golf ball. The most perfect shot
could end up lying in a divot and there was no relief – this was a lesson for life itself. These
were the days when my life was dominated by the supply of golf balls and to find a new Dunlop
656 was tantamount to being in heaven itself. These were the days, too, when every club had
a name and a history. Woods and putters were all hand-made, each with its own magic
character. Some were sweet natured and reliable, others feisty and magnificently
unpredictable; clubs were passed down like treasure pets from friends and parents.
Once in secondary school, I began to work on the course during my summer holidays.
“Thompson” the head greenkeeper would drive around the course in his magic chariot, some
war-veteran vehicle with fabulous shiny steel spiked wheels and a moody engine that took up
too much time. But the Lloyds gangmowers would burr along behind sending up a fume of
green spray and cut daisies. We cut all the greens by hand after first walking the course with
switch and rake. I learned to cut using the wind to blow cuttings away from the cut playing
surface. I learned about leatherjackets, crow pecks and worm casts. No-one ever contemplated
irrigation and if the greens were given fertiliser twice a year this was enough – and the feed
was like magic itself, mixed from exotic smelling compounds of dried blood, seaweed and fishmeal.
My greatest feat at that time was learning to scythe. Each year during June and July Jock
Arnott would begin his annual scything routine. In black leather waistcoat and breeches his
smooth swing would effortlessly sweep away the roughest of grasses with that extra-ordinary
crunching sound only made by the sharpest blade. Steep banks would be perfectly trimmed
and whole areas of rough laid bare. This and the regular burning of the roughest ground would,
I am sure, do much to encourage the flowers which were such a feature of my early years on
Dunstanburgh. But the scything itself was a mystery. Strength and fitness had nothing to do
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with it, for I had plenty of those in those days. The scythe I was given seemed to come from a
different planet to that of Jock, and the process of sharpening the great blade lay at the heart of
it all.
It took me at least three years of hard work to come anywhere near mastering this skill. The
long grass was first to succumb and then gradually I would deal with the short wiry stuff –
what magic at last. And, wonder of wonders, my supply of golf balls was truly over abundant
– perhaps 100 balls in a morning from the best spot in the 80 yards of rough in front of the 14 th
tee. Scything remains one of my greatest therapies and I still use my ‘Northumbrian A Frame’
scythe which I bought all those years ago in the hardware store in Rothbury.
The mysteries of golf and golfers were not always popular with the rest of the family, who for
many years had responsibility for running the course. Keeping the course in good trim was
one thing, but keeping the golfers happy was quite another. My father frequently talked of
returning the course to agricultural use, because it cost so much to subsidise its running
expenses. Naturally I was keen to see the links develop rather than disappear, although I did
appreciate that managing this sensitive area was a major responsibility. When I was barely out
of my teens my parents passed this responsibility on to me.
The horrors of P.A.Y.E. tables and accounts were my first initiation into golf course
management. Rather a long way from enjoying the fragrant dune-land and its golfing challenge
I think you will agree. There were also many serious threats to the future of the course, from
damage caused by horses using the dunes, and from campers and day trippers.
We also had to fight to save the bungalows from eviction by the National Trust. But despite
all these distractions I was still mad keen on the game, my handicap by this time was down to
4 and I had got my golf blue for playing for Cambridge University (and winning!) against
Oxford at Royal Porthcawl.
Many changes were taking place in the game at this time. It was the great boom in popularity
for golf – the era of Arnold Palmer, Jack Nicklaus and Gary Player. True temper shafts and
the exotic import of Titleist golf balls meant that players were hitting the ball much further.
Championship courses were playing at over 7000 yards and Embleton at this time was
becoming almost a pitch a putt course – only suitable for holiday golfers and beginners. I can
still remember the yardages on the old white tee boxes which had sand for those who wanted
to tee up without a tee peg. Let me briefly talk you through the course as it was.
Hole 1 was 318 yards from the back tee (only used occasionally because it meant hitting over
the footpath) – just a drive and a flick with a wedge. The second shot was always tricky because
of the riggs (the fairway undulations stemming from the old field system) and if you landed on
the up-slope the ball would stop dead whilst the down-slope would send you flying through the
back of the green. Don’t forget we had no irrigation in those days so it was mostly bump and
run.
Hole 2 was the great test for macho golfers who would try to drive over Tom Ha’s hill to the
269 yard green, which was tucked away invisible over the top. Otherwise we played a midiron to the bottom of the hill then ‘hit and hoped’ with something like a 9 iron. The small green
was set in a deep little valley which posed all sorts of interesting putts.
Hole 3 was a longer affair, straight down across those pronounced field riggs towards Newton
onto the present 3rd green. At probably nearly 400 yards, the hole was dominated by a string
of bunkers down the middle of the fairway, and all shots would kick sharp right on the slope.
The green itself was hidden behind two imposing bunkers.
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Holes 4, 5 and 6 were as they are now. Hole 7 was 257 yards across the burn and almost
always drivable if you didn’t overdo it and get lost in the thick flowery rough over the back.
Of course the green was blind from the tee and it was a constant worry that the match in front
might not be clear.
Hole 8 was a trick short hole into the blind valley beside the 9th tee (now the 8th). The hole
was effectively blind. It was about 157 yards and you had to him something like a 7 iron, but
25 yards left of the flag. When the ground was dry it was virtually impossible to hit the green.
Hole 9 was as now (the 8th) but without the dramatic back tee which now makes the 8 th such a
great test. Again at around 280 yards this hole could have been driven by the tyros.
Hole 10 was played across the public footpath from ‘The Stead’ road. You could hit the green
over the pillbox with a good drive and this is nearest I ever came to a hold in one (by about 1
inch!) There was a big bunker set into the slope on the right of the green so most us took a 4
iron off the tee and chipped up. Again, the hole was just over 250 yards.
Hole 11 was played as a short hole, around 180 yards to the present 9 th green. It was a good
hole.
Hole 12 was as now (hole 10) – the only par 4 of over 400 yards.
Hole 13 was a strange short hole at 220 yards to the raised green over pronounced riggs. It
was very difficult to hit the green in summer time. There were no bunkers on this hole at that
time so there was a complete lack of definition.
Hole 14 was as now, without the championship back tee.
Hole 15 was unchanged – the little 125 howl.
Hole 16 was only played from what is now the ladies tee – again the green was blind but
drivable at around 260 yards.
Hole 17 was unchanged.
Hole 18 was only played from what is now the ladies tee.
So here we had this beautiful links with a course of great charm, but the total length was barely
over 5000 yards. Too many of the holes were less than 300 yards and two of the sort holes
were very chancy to play. Play was also held up regularly by traffic over the footpaths crossing
holes 1 and 7 and holes 10 and 17. I decided to bite the bullet, risking the disappointment of
old Dunstanburgh hands, by setting out major changes to the course. The first job was to put
in irrigation and obtain all the necessary licences from the river authorities. With the help of
head greenkeeper, John Carss, I started on the changes that have led to the course of the present
day.
All change involves compromise and all change means upsetting someone. It was exciting to
imagine what could be done with this magnificent golfing terrain. I had dreamed of putting a
dramatic short hole across the rocks beside the saddle rock underneath the castle cliffs. A high
dune-side tee would make a wonderful driving platform for the new 8 th hole. The two new
holes (now the 2nd and 3rd) created a dog leg hole with real character as well as wonderful new
views over the village and the North Sea. Back at the castle end of the course, we had a large
area of unused land between the old 12th and 14th holes and this wold allow us to create a great
par 4 to the old 13th green. Here was a hole where the tyros could open their shoulders and
give the ball a good belt with a huge open fairway in front of them.
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The new and very dramatic short hole over the saddle rock valley would add great sparkle to
the quiver of short holes on the course. It was originally intended to construct a second new
tee to the north east side of the 12th green, making a championship hole of over 170 yards. But
even from the present tee the hole presented a challenge with great charm, as well as an
imposing view of the castle itself.
All in all, the changes had created ten new golf holes and brought the course up to date for the
modern game. We managed to keep the work of the bulldozers to a minimum so as not to spoil
the overall character of the links. We managed to create our new greens by grooming and
cutting existing turf. By gradually reducing the height of cut over a period of months we turned
areas of fairway into turf for the new greens. The change was remarkable, but it was not a job
that could be done overnight. A great deal of thought and hard work went into the changes
which have created the course of the present day.
Whether the makers of equipment will be allowed to continue to produce more and more hitech designs only the great rules gurus of the R and A can say. But, in line with many other
old courses, Embleton had had its major face lift.
There were other bonuses too from the changes. We had got rid of some dangerous and chancy
blind shots. We had greatly extended the range of shots required by the average golfer. We
had eliminated the drives over heavily used footpaths at the 1 st, the 7th and the 9th. And now
the course would be up to the standards necessary for County events. No longer would the
power of the true tempered shaft hold sway over the old links – the age of modern golf had
arrived.
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BETWEEN THE WAR YEARS
Tommy Foggett
It is with a certain amount of fear and trepidation that I contribute to
theresearch into the history of the course. I can only speak for the
period post First World War (1914-18) up to 1949 and in my formative
years I had to rely on my father to pass on his knowledge of the course.
I was born in the village in the latter part of the First World War in “the old manse” which is
situated opposite “The Dunstanburgh Castle Hotel”. The house was the birthplace of William
Stead who was born in 1849 and who became a great evangelist (also editor of The Northern
Echo, sub editor and editor of The Times).
On a few occasions he was placed in jail by the government of the day for opposing the
importation of young girls from France for the purposes of prostitution. Sadly, he went down
with The Titanic on its maiden voyage in 1912.
The original nine-hole course came into being at the turn of the century. It was owned by Sir
Arthur Suthe3rland Bart and used to provide recreation for his invited guests and patrons of
The Dunstanburgh Castle Hotel, which was owned by Sir Arthur. The licensee, Miss
Nicholson, collected the golf course fees and acquainted the players of the local rules. One or
two local people were employed to look after and maintain the course.
My father, John S Foggett, came to Embleton from Newcastle upon Tyne at the latter part of
the First World War where he joined the firm of Mark Appleby Ltd as manager. They were
quarry owners and needless to say the main employer in the village. My father introduced a
building section in the firm. The quarry produced whinstone which was blasted from the face
of the rock and hauled from the site by a small steam engine and trucks. The stone was knocked
into sets and curbs for road making. In addition, there was a crushing plant, with a tarmacadam
process for road re-surfacing. At this time came the introduction of Irish labour, who lodged
in a two storey lodging house in the village and for which they paid 4 pennies per night for
board and lodgings, sleeping on straw palliasses. Times were hard and difficult and true to the
expression used at the time when Murphy said there are “bugs in the bed” and he wants his 4
pennies back.
Turning to the main issue of the golf course, father was a keen golfer, playing off a single figure
handicap and hence he immediately became associated with the nine hole course. He struck
up a relationship with Mr Duncan Campbell of the firm “Noel Villiers” agents for the land
owner Sir Arthur Sutherland, who decided to engage the famous golf professional and golf
architect, James Braid, to plan and design an 18-hole golf course.
During this period of time, a second hand First World War building of corrugated iron and
timber was erected in conjunction with local labour to provide a clubhouse and maintain further
improvements. It was decided to engage a full time greenkeeper, steward, stewardess (Mr &
Mrs William Povah) who provided a certain amount of catering including scones and teas.
The work on the development of an 18-hole course began in earnest in conjunction with local
labour in and about the early 1920’s. The new 18-hole course was opened by Sir Arthur
Sutherland long with many of his friends and associates. After the first ball was driven off, it
was retrieved by a caddy who was rewarded with a gold sovereign. The course development
was a progression over a period of time in the 20’s to mid-30’s, extending form 9 holes to 12
holes, three holes being added to the east, towards Newton by the Sea. A further three holes
from Dunstan Steads south were added to make 15 holes and eventually a further three holes
were added towards Dunstanburgh Castle, making 18 holes. The course was also widened,
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taking in part of the fields of Dunstan Steads Farm, which involved the 14 th, 15th, 16th, 17th and
18th holes. This was done under a phased development.
Mr & Mrs Povah retired in the 20’s and were followed by Mr & Mrs John Brown who had two
sons and were employed on the course in the 30’s. Machinery and equipment improved from
horse drawn to mechanical, with a Fordson machine and trailer for a gang mower. Hand cutting
of greens was still maintained at this time. Mr Brown was not only knowledgeable at his job
as a greenkeeper but was a great asset to the development of the course to 18 holes, and
introduced many amendments. He also did repairs to clubs in his spare time and was quite an
accomplished golfer.
With the advent of the car in the late 20’s, plus public transport and the easing of the Depression
years, the course became very popular and swelled in membership. Bungalows were built on
the dunes to enable people to take up resident for the summer months.
With the course being privately owned, the club as such was run on an ad hoc basis with a few
competitions which proved to be very popular from a recreational point of view. Nevertheless,
etiquette and rules of the game were much in evidence. Sir Arthur donated some silver dessert
spoons and others to be played for on a monthly basis. In addition, Mr Pettinger and Mr Pitt
donated silver cups to be played for annually.
By the 30’s the course was flourishing and matches were played by a team of eight against
neighbouring clubs, i.e. Alnwick, Warkworth, Alnmouth, Seahouses, Bamburgh, Wooler and
Rothbury.
During this time my father was much involved in the game of golf and loved the course. He
encouraged local residents to play on a subscription basis, which entailed leaving clubs etc. in
a locker in the clubhouse. A limited number, including a few workmen, were classed as artisans
and left their clubs in the neighbouring Low Mill Farm.
At a young age I showed a considerable interest in the game. Father cut down a hickory-shafted
iron and with his tuition I started hitting a golf ball on the beach at Embleton. I spent hours
practising, making a hole in the sand to enable me to perfect the line and direction of the ball.
By the time I was ten I was quite proficient at the game and was given a junior ticket to play
on the course. I was told my position as a junior and the etiquette of the game. As a teenager
I developed into a scratch golfer and subsequently was selected for international youth honours
twice, in the mid 30’s at Royal Birkdale and Royal Burgess. After this I progressed to county
golf but the highlight of my golfing years came in 1941 when I played in two exhibition
matches at Royal Mid Surrey and Royal St. George’s in the company of three-times “Open
Champion” Henry Cotton, Dick Burton (Open Champion 1939) and Jimmy Adams (Ryder
Cup).
The course was used by guests of the owner, namely Admiral Cameron of Fallodon, Colonel
Scott of Newton Hall, the Bosanquet family of Rock, the Lord Runciman family and the Potters
of Newton House.
The following names are those who played locally: Dixon Donkin, Tommy Donkin, Charles
Varnham Snr. & Jnr., Norman Laidlaw, Jimmy Scott, N. Glendinning, Charles Wake, Jimmy
Smith and Alex Crisp (artisan), who was an excellent player but packed the game in as quickly
as he had started it. Charles Varnham Snr. named above was commonly known as Teggy. He
was a small man in stature, who crouched over the ball with the left foot well forward of the
right and used to sweep the ball off the tee or fairway with a hickory shafted iron to great effect.
He was the first man, to my knowledge, who made a wooden golf tee to stand the ball on, as
opposed to the original making of a tee from damp sand. The wooden tee was made out of the
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bung of a barrel and scooped out at the top to hold the ball. In order not to lose the tee, he tied
many woollen bobbins to it for easy identification.
Another colourful character was Dick Thompson known as Rabbity Dick from Christon Bank
area, who caught rabbits and hares by snaring and trapping for a living. He also caught moles
along the golf course and dunes, so keeping the vermin down and many a time as a young man
I accompanied him on his rounds.
During the years, when bungalows were built, the occupants were regular visitors to the course.
Some names that I can recall are as follows: Pettinger (of the Northern Goldsmiths); Lamb
(Chemist, Forest Hall); Lively (Reyrolles, Newcastle); Atkinson and Shaftoe (Dentists of
Newcastle); Thompson (Newcastle City Treasurer); and Cutting (South Shields). Also visitors
to the hotel and village were two prominent members: J.G. Elder of Beadnell and Tommy
Mills of Shepherds Cottage, Beadnell, both in shipping. The few of the lady members who
played at that time included Mrs Donkin, Mrs Dunn, Mrs Appleby and Mrs Skipper. The lady
membership is much stronger today and contributes to the club in general.
There can be no doubt of the popularity of the course during the 20’s and 30’s, so much so that
from a small number of residents in the village playing the course there has been a considerable
increase in members and visitors alike. In my lifetime I have witnessed many big changes in
the game. I was brought up with the hickory shafts, persimmon headed woods and hand forged
irons. The names of the clubs were as follows: Woods – Driver, Brassie, Spoon and Baffie;
Irons – Mid-iron, Jigger, Cleek, Mashie, Spade or Deep Mashie, Mashie Niblick, Niblick and
Putter.
There were no tees as such but sand boxes on the tee filled with damp sand from which players
took a small amount to stand the ball on. The grips on the clubs were invariably made of suede
or leather. Dress was a suede or alpaca jacket with plus twos or fours. The bag was made of
leather or suede and the cheaper version was of canvas with leather trim. Shoes were of ribbed
rubber and spiked shoes became a later version.
The ball was of square mesh and later became a dimple. The first quality ball was known as a
Silver King or Dunlop costing about one shilling and sixpence. The second quality balls were
knows as a Warwick Goblin tee mee costing about sixpence to ninepence. Not forgetting the
introduction of the bramble ball, with convex dimples, which did not last long.
There was also the ‘floater’. A player with consent of his partner could drop a ‘floater’ over
the left shoulder if he felt that a first quality ball might end up in the water (this practice did
not last long).
At the beginning of the Second World War, in 1939, no more golf equipment was produced.
My father was involved with the War Department on coastal defences, namely the erection of
concrete pill boxes along the dunes from Newton and Embleton Bay to Dunstanburgh Castle.
The army erected barbed wire entanglements and many were posted to the area on coastal
defences, including the local Defence Volunteers and Home Guard.
The course no doubt suffered damage with the traversing of vehicles and army defence guns,
but not too badly. At the period in time, John Brown (Steward Greenkeeper) left and was
replaced at the end of the war by a Mr & Mrs Callan and, along with local labour, it was not
too long before the course was restored to its former glory in 1946 – 47. I had been enlisted
into the RAF in 1939 and was wounded and discharged in 1946. Fortunately I was able to
resume playing golf after rehabilitation.
At a meeting of subscribers, held in 1947 under the chairmanship of my father (J.S. Foggett),
it was resolved to form a golf club to be known as the Dunstanburgh Castle Golf Club, hence
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the birth of the club as such. I was elected as Honorary Secretary / Treasurer and it was resolved
to ask Sir Arthur Sutherland, KBE, Bart, to be President and Mr Ivan Sutherland (son) to be
Vice President.
The committee elected comprised Messrs. Campbell, D.M. Foggett, T.L. Bookless, C.
Varnham, W. Callan.
The Pitt and Pettinger Cups were handed over to the club for keeping. These cups were to be
played for as before the War. The Secretary was requested to obtain affiliation with the
Northumberland Union of Golf Clubs and the English Golf Union. The Secretary in his first
annual report in 1948 discovered that the course was opened in 1900 and the club as such
formed in 1907, with Alderman Mark Appleby as Secretary. We did not form the club,
therefore, but only revived it.
In April 1948 the Secretary reported the membership as 40 gentlemen and 10 ladies. The
outlook for visitors was not very bright, but rumours abounded that the basic allowance of
petrol rationing was likely to increase. If so, it was thought that things would improve as the
course depended on its revenue from visitors.
Finally, it was decided that the Secretary and another member attend a meeting at Alnmouth
Golf Club in 1949, thus commenced the North Northumberland Golf League. At that meeting
I presented a Silver Rose Bowl to be played for annually by the league. Shortly after this, I
sadly left the district because of employment and taking up matrimonial stakes.
For one reason or another I never played the course again, but by a strange coincidence I was
contacted by the current captain, Gerry Camozzi, and kindly invited to play in the Past Captains
Competition, followed by a dinner in the attractive refurbished clubhouse on 17th July 2000. I
was certainly taken aback with surprise when I observed the course had been altered in the
1960’s. Three beautiful, challenging short holes, the old 8 th, 11th and 13th had been replaced
by two par 4 holes now 11th and 12th running parallel to one another and a very short hole, now
13th at the Dunstanburgh Castle end of the course. I gather this was done to give the course
extra length, but I would certainly take issue with this idea as there was plenty of scope for the
length to be increased with the three original holes.
No golfer could wish to play in better surroundings with the beautiful sweep of Embleton Bay,
unsurpassed views of rocky coves and bays, plus the majestic remains of Dunstanburgh Castle
always in view. Not forgetting the wildlife, the sound of the skylark, lapwing (or more
commonly known as the peewit), the curlew and the rare sound of the corncrake, especially in
this day and age. Turning to the wild flowers, there are masses of cowslips, primroses, cuckoo
flowers, wild geraniums and bluebells. In other words it is idyllic countryside, with the odd
covey of partridge and pheasant crossing the fairways.
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A HISTORY OF THE MEN’S CLUB
by Eric Wealleans
These observations are based on the club minutes book which starts
in 1947. There do not appear to be any earlier records that survived
the Second World War. There is reference, however, to an earlier
club, formed in 1907, but it is not known if it was on a formal basis.
The two cups that were played for before the war, namely the Pitt and Pettinger, were donated
to the club by the persons named after the club formed or reformed in 1947.
The men’s club was formed at a meeting held in the clubhouse on Sunday 18 th May 1947 with
Mr Thomas S. Foggett elected as secretary/treasurer. It was resolved to ask Sir Arthur
Sutherland Bart to be President and Mr. B. Ivan Sutherland to be Vic President. Mr Dixon
Donkin was unanimously elected as captain for the season with the committee to comprise
Messrs. D.M. Campbell, J.S. Foggett, Chas. Varnham, L. Bookless and Wm. Callan. The
subscription was to be 5/- per member.
At this meeting William Pitt offered his cup to the club and it was resolved to ask Mr Pettinger
to do the same, which he did. The Pitt was to be played as a medal and the Pettinger as a
matchplay knockout competition. It was also resolved to approach other local clubs with a
view to playing matches and to apply for club affiliation.
At the next committee meeting in June replies had been received and dates set for matches with
Bamburgh and Alnmouth. The club had also been accepted as an affiliated member of the
Northumberland Union of Golf Clubs. A draft copy of the club rules had been prepared by the
secretary.
Although no mention of the status of the lady members is made in the minutes, they competed
for a separate captain’s prize. In the secretary’s report of April 1948 lady members numbered
10 and the gentlemen 40. At this time the lady members started to investigate joining the LGU.
The Club Championship was introduced in this year, being won by J. Elder. In 1949
Dunstanburgh Castle GC were founding members of the North Northumberland Golf League
with Alnwick, Alnmouth and Warkworth. The format was to be two-ball foursomes with the
top six matches to count for points. This meant, in effect, a combined league match and
friendly.
Over the next few years there were a few changes in the committee with the secretary/treasurer
leaving the area and being replaced by Mr Walter Appleby and there is mention of the
membership falling to 25 in 1950.
The first President, Sir Arthur Sutherland, died in 1953, and as he was also the owner of the
course, this had a great effect on the club. There is a letter from his son B. Ivan Sutherland
dated 18th November 1954 which states that the estate was to be divided between five members
of the family and as he had a personal interest in the Links, he had offered to buy the others’
shares and was hoping to conclude the transaction by the following April. If he did become
owner he would like to have a greens committee, formed out of the Club, consisting of three
members to advise on the best ways of economic maintenance, as whilst not seeking profit he
wanted to course to pay its way. In his words, “am told that it can do this and still retain its
good name”. A greens committee was elected at the 1954 AGM to consist of W. Appleby, J.S.
Foggett and D. Donkin, to co-operate with Sir Ivan if he did indeed become owner.
A separate office of treasurer appears in the 1954 AGM minutes. Mr. T.H. Donkin was elected
to the post and he joined the committee at this time. At the AGM of 1955 W. Appleby
Page 31

retired as club secretary and was replaced by J.J. Neesham. It was also noted that A.L.L.
Glendinning had collected from the members to purchase the Sutherland Memorial Trophy.
A committee meeting held shortly after the 1955 AGM in December was attended by Sir Ivan
and his agent D.M. Campbell and the greenkeeper R. Thompson, along with eight members
and officials. The President, Sir Ivan Sutherland, stated that whilst the administration of his
later father’s estate had not been completed, he anticipated ultimately becoming the owner. He
had been through the accounts for the year with his agent, which in spite of the excellent
summer showed a loss of some £200, with considerable outlay needed on machinery. He stated
whilst he did not look for a profit, he could hardly be expected to finance its losses.
Various members referred to the condition of the course, particularly some of the greens. Mr
Campbell stated that fertilisers were purchased each year but with the limited amount of money
which could be spared, fell far short of what was required to bring the greens into first class
condition,. There then followed a discussion of the course maintenance, which seems very
basic by today’s standards.
Sir Ivan and his agent then left and, during a very wide-ranging meeting, there are references
to discussion of course measurement, 200 yard distance pegs, naming of holes, competition
boards and a ‘frank discussion with the greenkeeper, Mr Thompson, on the state of the course’.
At the next meeting in February 196 a letter was received from H. Parkinson, the North
Northumberland League secretary, asking about the future of the league as so many clubs were
having difficulty raising teams. The reply was a suggestion to reduce the number of players
from 14 to 8 or 6 and to try and keep the league going. This idea was carried at the league
meeting with the agreed number being 8 players per team and the matches being singles, still
with the supporting friendly matches.
In the report by the captain Mr. F.A. Leach in1958 he said it was the most successful year of
the club so far, winning the teams championship of the North Northumberland Golf League
and finishing top of the League Table. There was a dinner and presentation at the
Dunstanburgh Castle Hotel after the AGM. The tickets were 8/6d per head.
In December of 1958 one of the founder members, Dixon Donkin, died and his widow and
family presented a trophy to the club to be played for annually. The story of the Tim Trophy
is mentioned in the 1959 AGM, being presented by Mr James Smith whose terrier (Tim) was
adept at retrieving golf balls. These balls were sold by the greenkeeper to fund the trophy, an
onyx ashtray with a statue of the terrier on top.
The membership total in 1959 was 66 with the fees set at 5/-. Sir Ivan Sutherland, the President
and owner of the course, attended the 1959 AGM and stated that he had given the whole
coastline between Newton and Craster, including the site of the golf course, to the National
Trust on condition that the golf course be maintained as such, but he had been appointed as
agent by them in administration of the property.
At the AGM of 1960 A.L.L. Glendinning retired and William Robson started a long service to
the club as treasurer and later secretary.
Throughout the 1960’s the running of the course changed when Sir Ivan handed it over to his
wife and son William to manage, with our member Dr. Shanley acting as part time secretary.
Some members would like to have the club take over the lease and there must have been
delicate negotiations, between the doctor and members, but nothing was forthcoming.
This new regime, with the appointment of John Carss as greenkeeper, with his wife Nellie as
stewardess, appears to have worked well as more positive remarks about the condition of the
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course and the excellence of the catering appear regularly in the minutes. This was said to be
leading to an increase in visitors so essential in a club with so few members. Many societies
were making more than one visit a season.
The club was now well established in the local golf scene and made a modest mark on the
county scene with Keith Barrs, Ken Saint and Jeff Smith playing for the Northumberland
County team. Keith Barrs had made his mark on the club competition scene, first winning the
Club Championship in 1954. He reached his peak with a sequence of 6 wins from 1964 – 69.
He represented the club on many occasions in county events and played for the county three
times. His sequence of Club Championship wins was ended by the left-handed Ken Saint, who
went on to turn professional. He played also at Backworth and Ponteland, but spent his early
years at Dunstanburgh. Barrs and Saint were then followed on the honours board by Jeff Smith,
who was a prolific winner, able to score in any weather. He represented the county 15 times,
winning seven and halving one of his games.
Towards the end of the 1970’s the membership declined as the course condition became poorer
due to lack of green fees and investment, and eventual change of ownership of the lease, with
the club once again having to negotiate to maintain their position.
With the transfer of the lease to Dr. Peter Gilbert, came a more long-term view. The lease was
renegotiated with the National Trust, enabling the clubhouse and greenkeeper’s shed to be
renewed. This also led to much better liaison between club and course with a more direct
management, including a greens committee, with a consultant agronomist visiting every year.
Investment in course materials and machinery, and the introduction of new greens and tees has
seen the course getting back into the fine condition with more rounds being played each year.
The club membership has also recovered to around 150, with 60 players competing each
Sunday for the trophies added to over the years by the members.
The North Northumberland League has now reached 14 members clubs, namely: Alnmouth,
Alnmouth Village, Alnwick, Bamburgh, Belford, Berwick, Burgham Park, Magdalene Fields,
Rothbury, Seahouses, Percy Wood, Warkworth, Wooler and ourselves. The format is now a 6
man scratch matchplay league played on a Wednesday evening, a Saturday Open Day 9 man
team event with the best 6 scores for each team to count gross and nett for 2 separate leagues
and an end of season’s President’s Bowl for the single and teams championship. In addition,
there are friendly matches with most of the nearer clubs played on a Thursday evening with
teams of eight pairs.
Thanks to the generosity of the owner, the club also hosts an open Mixed Foursome, a joint
fixture with the Ladies club, a members’ invitation day, and Open Pairs and Seniors Pairs
Competitions.
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CAPTAINS 1947 – 2008
1947

D Donkin

1948

T Foggett

1949

W Appleby

1950

T H Donkin

1951

J Grieves

1952

C E Varnham Jnr

1953

T Watson

1954

H Glendinning

1955

C E Farnham Snr

1956

K Thompson

1957

Jack Carss

1958

F A Leach

1959

J Smith

1960

M E Anderson

1961

W Robson

1962

W Elliott

1963

N Laidler

1964

J J Neesham

1965

John Carss

1966

G Magnay

1967

W Patterson

1968

E Potter

1969

K Barrs

1970

A Sutherland

1971

G A Pitt

1972

D S Davison

1973

L Michelson

1974

B Magnay

1975

L C Raeburn

1976

M Scott

1977

R J Paxton

1978

W Foote

1979

M McGrady

1980

W Scott

1981

T Ford

1982

R Carss

1983

J Carss Jnr

1984

L Turnbull

1985

E Wealleans

1986

A Robson

1987

T Thompson

1988

D Hogg

1989

H Grant

1990

G Fettis

1991

D Jackson

1992

D Jackson

1993

M Robson

1994

S White

1995

G Ryecroft

1996

J Givens

1997

B May

1998

R Jamieson

1999

G P Curry

2000

G A Camozzi
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2001

W Price

2002

G W Temple

2003

C V Fettis

2004

C Reid

2005

W Sage

2006

D Banbury

2007

M Carss

2008

C Biott

CLUB CHAMPIONS 1947 – 2007
1948

J Elder

1949

T L Bookless

1950

T H Donkin

1951

T H Donkin

1952

T H Donkin

1953

C E Varnham Jnr

1954

K Barrs

1955

C E Varnham Jnr

1956

T H Donkin

1957

K Barrs

1958

F A Leach

1959

K Barrs

1960

K Barrs

1961

F A Leach

1962

G Paterson

1963

G R Dixon

1964

K Barrs

1965

K Barrs

1966

K Barrs

1967

K Barrs

1968

K Barrs

1969

K Barrs

1970

K Saint

1971

J Smith

1972

J Smith

1973

J Smith

1974

J Smith

1975

J Smith

1976

D Appleby

1977

I Turnbull

1978

W Scott

1979

S Blackshaw

1980

M Robson

1981

C V Fettis

1982

B Hodgson

1983

M Robson

1984

D Thomson

1985

M Robson

1986

A Moir

1987

T Scott

1988

T Scott

1989

G Stephenson

1990

G Richardson

1991

G Stephenson
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1992

M Robson

1993

M McGrady

1994

G Stephenson

1995

A Robinson

1996

J L Naisby

1997

M Carss

1998

M Carss

1999

M Carss

2000

M Carss

2001

G Forrest

2002

M Carss

2003

M Carss

2004

S Olver

2005

M Carss

2006

M Carss

2007

M Carss
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A HISTORY OF THE LADIES CLUB
By Judy Robson
Ladies were playing golf at Dunstanburgh long before a club was
thought of. An early photograph of Mrs Peggy Donkin was taken on
the course in 1925. In the thirties a yearly family ticket cost £9.
Ladies played with their husbands, friends and children.
At Dunstanburgh, August was the main month of the year when country members came for
their annual holidays. Competitions were arranged in the main by Mr. Charlie Brown, and they
proved to be very popular. Sir Arthur Sutherland Bart. K.B.E. gave an inscribed silver spoon
every August dating from the early twenties until the war years.
In 1986 three of these spoons turned up in an antique shop in Newcastle. As fate would have
it, the proprietor, Owen Humble, was a member of Dunstanburgh Castle Golf Club and very
kindly had them mounted as a trophy and presented them to the ladies club – The Embleton
Spoons. Only one spoon appears to have been presented to a lady and that was in 1936 to Mrs
Edith Unsworth (nee Appleby) as a seventeen year old before she went to university.
After the war, and the re-opening of the course, a few of the local ladies decided to start their
own club. The first fees were paid in 1950 and an application was made to join the L.G.U. to
enable members to have official handicaps. The standard scratch score at that time was 68.
A committee was formed in 1951 with the obviously choice of Mrs Peggy Donkin as the first
lady captain, a position she held for the next four years.
During 1952 the committee felt that it was now appropriate to have some trophies to play for,
and Mrs Donkin and Mrs Kate Robson (Dunstanburgh Castel Hotel) went to a house sale in
Alnmouth and bought the Coffee Pot. It was first played for as a medal competition and then
eventually in 19877 became the Bronze Trophy. During the same year two more pieces of
silver were generously donated. Mrs Betty Fleming, a regular visitor to Embleton and at one
time renting the manse, very kindly gave a trophy. It was played for at first as a knock-out
competition, and from 1972 the Fleming Trophy became the cup for the Club Championship.
The second piece of silver, the Cake Dish, was given that year by a found member Mrs Ibbie
Appleby, daughter-in-law to Mr Mark Appleby, the local quarry owner.
In 1954 Mrs Mary Granlund, wife of Canon Granlund of Embleton Vicarage, gave a cup, the
Granlund Trophy, which she had won prior to living here. Although she never played golf at
Dunstanburgh she thought it would be nice to leave it to be played for by the new club.
Lady Sutherland took over the running of the course in 1964 when she was invited to be our
first Lady President.
The first Ladies Open was held in 1960 and the event ran at a loss until 1965. Since then it has
become one of our big days of the year and our main source of income.
A combined captain’s and invitation day began in the mid-sixties. The event has been played
in various forms, and in some years invitations went to local clubs – Alnwick, Alnmouth
Village and Warkworth – to help boost the numbers. Later, members were asked to invite a
guest. Then with the growth of the club, in 1996, it was decided by the captain that the time
had come to have separate events, so that we now have both a captain’s day and invitation day.
In the early years of the club, ladies played their competitions on Sundays and Thursdays, the
latter to fit in with the half-day closing in Embleton. From the mid 70’s to 1980 Tuesday
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became the medal day. This was not so suitable for the members from Newcastle, and to
encourage them to play, Mondays and then Sundays and Mondays were introduced. At the
1986 A.G.M. members who were also members at Alnmouth Golf Club (Foxton) requested
Saturday play. Since then, Saturdays have been the main competition days with Mondays as
an alternative for the medals.
At the beginning the club had eighteen members paying 5/- (25p) subscription. The numbers
had doubled by 1967, falling back in the mid-seventies to the mid-eighties, this corresponding
with the mid-week play. The present day membership is 40, made up of both local and
Newcastle people.
In 1948 a family called Smith bought one of the bungalows on the dunes. They had a baby,
Jenny 3 months old, and by the age of three she was holding her first golf club, cut to size by
her father. She played around the top three holes, as it was then, in bare feet and was worried
when she was asked to play in the county trials where she had to wear shoes. Her father died
when she was twelve and she began to take golf more seriously with lessons from Eddy Fernie
(Alnmouth), who would not take any fees from her mother as she showed so much promise.
Next stop was John Jacobs, and when she was fifteen he forecast that she would play for
England, which she did in 1973.
She has a wonderful record – Northumberland County Champion 1972, 1973 and 1974, playing
for the team from 1970 to 1977. She was a member of the team when Northumberland won
the English County Finals for the first and only time in 1973. She was Wills Match Play
champion in 1974; represented Great Britain in the Curtis Cup 1974 and 1976; was an England
International 1973-74-75-76; a European team championship member in 1975; represent G.B.
in the Commonwealth Team Championship in 1975; the World Team Invitation in 1975 and
the World Team Champion in 1976. She also won the Newmark Open Stroke Play
Championship and was British Open Champion in 1976. In 1976 she was voted the Daks
Woman Golfer of the Year. Jenny Lee Smith turned professional in 1977 gaining her players
card at her first attempt. She then played on the L.P.G.A. tour as an international member for
eight consecutive years. She was winner of ten tour events on the European Tour between
1979 and 84 and was leading money winner in 1981-82. She was a founder member of the
W.P.G.A. and it all began at Dunstanburgh Castle Golf Club.
In 1982 Mrs Wendy Richardson, a Dunstanburgh member, felt that there was a need for more
match play and introduced an inter-club charity competition in aid of Save the Children.
Dunstanburgh was one of the eight original clubs along with Warkworth, Seahouses,
Bamburgh, Alnwick, Goswick, Morpeth and Alnmouth Village. The latter two clubs have now
been replaced by Rothbury and Belford.
1983 heralded the start of the North Northumberland Coastal League, the inspired idea of Mrs
Nancy Girling (Bamburgh), a past county player for Northumberland and Hampshire. Local
clubs had played friendly matches against each other, but nothing competitive. Only three
clubs in the area played in the County Shield and Mrs Girling thought that by introducing the
league it would give good experience of match play, especially to those who might like to play
in the County Shield eventually. The original clubs taking part were Bamburgh, Alnmouth
Village, Goswick, Alnwick, Seahouses and ourselves. With new clubs opening in the district
it has now grown to eleven teams. Dunstanburgh finished second in 1990, ‘97 and ’98.
With the alteration of the first six holes of the course in1971 the S.S.S. was increased to 72,
and in 1972 with further new holes on the south side, a reassessment was required and the
.S.S.S. was 73. This was increased to 74 in 1976 at the request of club members. In 1995 when
laser measurement took over from the chain and tape method, it was found that the course did
not meet the necessary requirements. Despite lengthening the 11 th, 16th and 18th holes, Mrs
Margaret Pickard still assessed the course as a S.S.S.73.
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In 1987 when Dr Peter Gilbert took over the course he gave the ladies equal rights with the
men, a progressive step at that time. In 1990 a greens committee was formed and a lady was
included. This has been a great advantage to the ladies and gives them an understanding of
what is taking place on the course, and they are made to feel part of a club and not just an
appendage, which is so often the case in ladies golf.
In 1994 the Ladies’ Club challenged the Men’s Club, with the two teams competing for the
Rolling Pin Trophy. To date the honours are about even.
It has not been easy compiling this history of the Ladies Club as there are no traceable minutes
before 1982, but early members, of which there are very few, have helped with their memories
and their old diaries.

CAPTAINS
1951

M B Donkin

1952

M B Donkin

1953

M B Donkin

1954

M B Donkin

1955

H Blair

1956

D Skipper

1957

M B Donkin

1958

M B Donkin

1959

D Leach

1960

E Varnham (Jnr)

1961

D Skipper

1962

D Skipper

1963

E Varnham (Jnr)

1964

E Patterson

1965

L Elliott

1966

E T Carss

1967

D Skipper

1968

D Skipper

1969

J Sutherland

1970

S Sutherland

1971

M Lively

1972

E D Carss

1973

M Hogg

1974

L Wade

1975

J Foster

1976

E D Carss

1977

H Blair

1978

H Hudson

1979

E Patterson

1980

M B Donkin

1981

D Wilkinson

1982

C Currie

1983

I Wright

1984

D Skipper

1985

W Richardson

1986

R Macintosh

1987

K Moody

1988

J Leathart

1989

P Humble

1990

J A Robson
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1991

A Reay

1992

I Wright

1993

J Moorin

1994

A Camozzi

1995

J Long

1996

D Rock

1997

A Bell

1998

L S Dixon

1999

P Daymont

2000

D Lillie

2001

E J Hilton

2002

M E J Readman

2003

J Watson

2004

E Murphy

2005

E A Camozzi

2006

J Moorin

2007

C Broome

2008

D Lillie

SECRETARIES

TREASURERS

1950 – 1967 M B Donkin

1954 – 1964 L Wade

1968 – 1983 E T Carss

1965 – 1967 E Patterson

1984 – 1987 D Humble

1968 – 1986 E T Carss

1988 – 1993 J Scrivener

1987 – 1989 W Richardson

1994 – 1996 A Reay

1990 – 1992 R Macintosh

1997 – 1998 J A Robson

1993

1999 -

1994 – 1996 C Broome

D Wilkinson

1997 -

J Straughan

A Camozzi

PRESIDENTS
Lady Sutherland

1959 – 1966

M B Donkin

1987 – 1989

D Skipper

1990 – 1992

E D Carss

1993 – 1998

J A Robson

1999

CLUB CHAMPIONS
1952

J Miller

1953
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No Award

1954

M E Donkin

1955

D Leach

1956

D Leach

1957

D Leach

1958

M B Donkin

1959

M B Donkin

1960

D Leach

1961

E Varnham (Jnr)

1962

E Carss

1963

C Smith

1964

No Award

1965

E D Carss

1966

J Sutherland

1967

J Sutherland

1968

J Harrison

1969

J Sutherland

1970

J Harrison

1971

J Sutherland

1972

J Forster

1973

E D Carss

1974

J Sutherland

1975

J Foster

1976

D Skipper

1977

D Skipper

1978

E D Carss

1979

D Humble

1980

D Humble

1981

W Richardson

1982

I Wright

1983

D Humble

1984

J A Robson

1985

I Wright

1986

I Wright

1987

A Bell

1988

A Bell

1989

A Bell

1990

J A Robson

1991

D Rowland

1992

A Bell

1993

I Wright

1994

A Bell

1995

D Rock

1996

P Daymont

1997

P Daymont

1998

P Daymont

1999

S Temple

2000

P Daymont

2001

E J Hilton

2002
2004
2006

S Temple
S Temple
S Temple

2003
2005
2007

S Temple
C Broome
S Temple

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY TROPHY WINNERS
1980

Spring Bronze

Miss D Humble
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1985

County Vets

Mrs R Macintosh

Cecil Leitch

Miss J Logan

1986

County Vets

Mrs W Richardson

1988

Bronze Trophy

Mrs A Reay

1990

Bronze Trophy

Mrs P F Humble

Journal Final

Mrs D Rowland

1992

Cecil Leitch

Mrs A Pattison

1993

Spring Bronze

Miss J Logan

1994

Spring Bronze

Mrs C Tippins

1999

Past Captains

Mrs J Moorin and Mrs J Long
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PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE COURSE

Players on the 5th green with the silhouette of Dunstanburgh Castle in the background.

Dunstanburgh Castle from the 5th green.
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The approach to the 7th green during a dry summer.

Dunstanburgh Castle from the 8th green.
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The approach to the 12th.

The 16th green.
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The approach to the 3rd green.

Signature hole: the tee shot at the 13th which is known as ‘the castle hole’.
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Dunstanburgh Castle and Embleton Bay from the second fairway.

The clubhouse and car park with Embleton Village in the background.
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Aerial view of the course looking north with the castle in the foreground.

Aerial view of the course looking south, with the clubhouse in the foreground.
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LADIES’ CLUB PHOTOGRAPHS

Prize Winners: Edna Magnay, Dorothy Leach,
Betty Varnham with Lady Sutherland.

Prize Winners 1962: Joyce Atkinson, Lily Elliott, Betty Varnham,
Dorothy Skipper, Nellie Carss.
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Jenny Lee Smith playing an exhibition match with Nick Faldo,
Jane Denham and Tony Jacklin.

The Marquis of Tavistock presenting the Ford Ladies Classic Trophy to Jennie Lee Smith
at Woburn on 8th May 1982 with Mr Prendergast representing the sponsors.
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Peggy Donkin’s 80th birthday celebration in 1977. Front row – Eve Patterson,
Peggy Donkin, Nellie Carss and Hilda Blair. Back Row – Nell Carss,
Wendy Richardson, Dorothy Wilkinson, Betty Varnham, Dorothy Humble,
Dorothy Skipper, Isabel Wright.

Peggy Donkin in 1925.
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Lady Presidents’ Day 2000
Back row: Miss J. Logan, Mrs D. Magnay, Mrs A Camozzi (Treasurer),
Mrs J Scrivener, Mrs E Hilton, Mrs K Moody, Mrs L S Dixon, Mrs S Temple,
Mrs A Fledger, Mrs J Leathart, Mrs M Readman, Miss L M Granlund.
Middle row: Mrs A Dell, Mrs R Macintosh, Mrs D Wilkinson (Secretary),
Mrs D Rowland, Mrs I Wright, Mrs S Baggott.
Mrs D Lillie (Captain), Mrs A Reay, Mrs P Daymont, Mrs J Long.
Front row: Mrs E T Carss, Mrs E Patterson, Mrs M Hogg,
Mrs D Skipper, Mrs J A Robson (President), Lady Sutherland,
Mrs E Unsworth, Mrs R Donkin, Mrs J Sutherland.
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MEN’S CLUB PHOTOGRAPHS

The Past Captains Dinner, 2000.
Back Row:
John Carss Jnr. (1983), George Curry (1999), Jimmy Givens (1996), Steve White (1994)
Les Turnbull (1984), Michael Robson (1993), Eric Wealleans (1985).
Middle Row:
Gerry Camozzi (2000), David Jackson (1991/1992), Robert Jamieson (1998),
Alan Robson (1986), Doug Hogg (1998), Gordon Rycroft (1995), Brian May (1997),
Raymond Carss (1982), Bill Price (2001), Bill Scott (1980).
Front Row:
Tony McGrady (1979), Tom Foggett ((1948), Secretary), Paddy Raeburn (1975),
Norman Laidler (1963), Ken Thompson (1956), Michael Anderson (1960),
Keith Barrs (1969), Brian Magnay (1974), Bill Foote (1978).
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Presentation of Trophies 1947.
From the left: Walter Appleby, Charlie Varnham Jnr., Mrs Donkin.

Captains Drive-in 1956.
Jack Carss (left) congratulates new
captain, Ken Thomson, with Sir Ivan
Sutherland looking on.
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Trophy winners in 1960: Bill Elliott, Tom Mills, Charlie Varnham,
Ted Potter, Jim Blair and Bill Robson.

Dixon Donkin,
who was the
first Captain in1947.

Bill and Lily Elliott on the
course: summer 1955.
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Lady Sutherland, who presented the trophies in 1960 pictured here with George Magnay,
Jack Stang, Jim Blair, Fred Leach, Robbie Robinson and Bill Robson.

1960 Trophy winners Michael Anderson, Tommy Donkin,
Charlie Varnham and Ken Thompson.

Page 56

Doug Hogg’s ‘Captain’s Drive In’ 1988
Standing: Michael Robson, Michael Laidler, Jimmy Givens, Charlie Varnham,
Robert Jamieson, Bill Tippins, Bruce Ford, Graham Stephenson,
David Jackson, Raymond Carss, Peter Gilbert, Alan Robson, George Curry.
Seated: Fred Stephenson, Les Turnbull, Jack Thompson, Doug Hogg, John Carss,
Phillip Baston and George Fettis.
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Dinner, Dance and Presentation 1975.
Back Row:
Robert Jamieson, Glyn Barrs, Ian Turnbull, Jack Beal, Eric Wealleans, Tom Ford,
Dennis Theobald, Maurice Scott, Alan Robson, Les Turnbull,
Jeff Smith, Gerry Theobald.
Front Row:
John Roper, Bill Robson, Dick Proudfoot, Edith Raeburn,
Paddy Raeburn, Harry Lumsden, Tom Watson.
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